2/7/12 GA
Facilitation team:
Facilitators – thembi/matt
Minutes – perry
Agenda:
-working group reportbacks
-announcements
-letter to city council
-soapbox
Working group reportbacks:
Coord council (Carolyn) – reviewed goals/process; letter to city council; restart fundraising, get bank account, nonprofit sponsorship; meet/talk/act valentine’s day direct action at occupation site
Asheville Homeless Network (John) – gone on record saying tent city should live/prosper; no compromise w/ 1 exception – if direct occupiers want to go; AHN will support direct occupation as long as occupiers want it
SDS NC protest of tuition hikes; caravan leaving Thursday afternoon to Chapel hill; talk to ryan to participate
Announcements:
Local theatre company working on performance exploring occupy movement; donating 10% of ticket proceeds to movement; collecting warm things; collab w/ Jennifer murphy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Letter to city council- Proposal to reach consensus on letter on behalf of the Occupy Asheville General Assembly and give to the City Council:
With such large amounts of money, city may not be able to put money in credit union. Friendly amendment: change to local banks/credit unions - PASS
Friendly amendment: safety net instead of safe haven. Reason: safety net is part of national dialogue. -REJECTED
Tourism development authority has $6 million in account; not sure if its part of city money
Section on living wage – not sure if city has started working on living wage study for city employees; may be asking city for something they’re not able to do – maybe encourage city to work for living wage
Friendly amendment: change living wage to apply to corporate businesses instead of all – concern about local business ability to do so
The city of Asheville should instate a living wage policy for all city employees as well as implement a living wage tax on corporate employers above a certain income bracket.
Amendment: remove references to 1% - its actually referring to a small portion of the 1%
Amendment: add county commissioners to letter - PASS
Safe haven – precedence in this community. Safe haven is place, safety net is process – fundamental difference
Concern:  demands all seem really large. Making demands of outside entity instead of fulfilling our needs ourselves. Do it, see what happens, learn from experience
Letter addresses everything that last letter didn’t
Concern: 1% language alienating, find better terminology; less us vs them
Ask people to do something they have the power to do – can city council/county commissioners make the changes we want? Focus on what they can change
Clarification: has city council explicitly said there will be an end to direct occupation? Not sure
What is the statement in the letter about our legal right to stay here? Should be included in letter
Amendment: change living wage section to ask city to work to ensure living wage for all citizens however they can – PASS
1% - four references
Inaccurate to say its caused by greed of 1% – system advantages 1% over 99%
1% is occupy language but may be inaccurate – well-understood framing
Structure of system vs greed of some people
Change greed to actions or systemic advantages
It is greed
1% is stark generalization
Amendment: add “systemic” in front of greed
A system that caters to in lieu of the greed of the 1% over 99%
System set up by people – hold people accountable
System is created by greed; mistake to only hold system accountable; not sticking to guns if we don’t hold people accountable
“our economic downfall was caused by the systemic greed of the 1%” 
Word in such a way that it is critique of a system that encourages greed among 1%
“we have a systemic problem that encourages greedy behavior”
Proposal to table this specific issue – rejected
Request to send to county commissioners
Amendmnent – remove but in last sentence	
“system that encourages greed by members of the 1%”
“systemic abuses perpetuated by members of the 1%”
Amendment – the greed of the 1% under a system that allows such behavior - PASS
Amendment – take out a reference to 1% - rejected
Point of information: no current demand by city council to remove occupation
“if”
 “is prepared to demand” 
Amendment: city council instead of city of Asheville – PASS
“appears to be preparing to demand” – rejected
Direct occupiers are willing to take down camp if demands in letter are met
Amendment: this is one of the last places of public property – public should be able to use it how they seem it
Amendment: expand abolition of curfew laws to abolition of all ordinances that prevent the public from using spaces in the public domain as they see fit – PASS
Amendment: don’t annex occupy space into park; don’t have due process because land was deeded to the public –PASS
Victor and Perry will work on abolition of curfew laws/park ordinances & no annexation of public park – PASS
Include something about police slashing tents by river – rejected
Using language “criminalization of homeless”? its implied currently
Call for consensus – all agree – proposal PASSES

