General Assembly Minutes- 2/18/2012
Robert-Facilitator
30 people in attendance
Agenda
Occupy Statewide General Assembly- Figure out who will go
Admit socialist caucus
Admitting Committees of correspondence
Financial proposal
Day and time of general assembly during the week
Announcements
Social justice visited golden living center and brought valentines
Veterans for Peace- offered services for campers. 10pm last night they did show up.  V for peace helped prevent things from becoming violent
COWS- Creative Outreach on Wall Street- Commemorating the 17th. Doing a follow up of last night with the radical gardening project. Hang out with me after GA.
Occupy Power- D.C- march 30th – april 30th.  Inviting to join the organizing calls. Held on interoccupy.
Occupy Raleigh
1st southeastern regional convergence- with committees of correspondence- march 23rd-25th.
Monday the 20th- in solidarity with postal workers- 1:30- Mcguire Green. 3:00pm meet and greet with politicians at Pack’s tavern.
Monday- 11am-2:30pm Firestorm- writing letters to prisoners.
John- there’s a bunch of stuff at John Spittsburg’s house, it was consensed to keep the stuff there for now.
Need to select a second delegate for GA.
Agenda
Delegate Selection- process
People nominated: John, Robert- We reached consensus that Robert is the 2nd delegate in addition to Carolyn for the general assembly.
NC Assembly
Statewide General Assembly- Occupy NC statewide GA. GA and a rally.  Activities from the 24th – 26th.  Asking for people to go to this. Robert wants to do this, Ryan wants to do this, Victor wants to go.  Asking for delegates from Occupy Asheville.  Ryan, Victor, Robert. 
Concerns- maybe these people won’t represent the needs of occupy Asheville as a whole. Of these three, they are not here at the GA’s very often.  It should be people who are here a lot.  Bring it up at coordinating Council. Maybe here we can find a way to bring this to coordinating council.  Doesn’t know about the GA next thing.  Raleigh is a place where I came from.  I want to find out what works for everyone and bring it back.
How do we deal with this process???
Recommend that we deal with this agenda item on Monday at coordinating council by dealing with this ONE agenda item as an emergency GA, where everyone who is there can decide and speak on the issue, not just the speaking delegates.  People will discuss and come to consensus on who will be delegates at the event.  After this item is finished, it will resume as a regular council meeting, where only the speaking delegates are speaking.  People who cannot attend can have their name on the list of people who are available to come.
We can advertise this on the minutes.  It will be open to everyone who is there.
It was decided that the Next coordinating council would operate as an emergency GA for this one item only.  It will be advertised on the web.

Socialist Caucus
Questions and concerns:
If we accepted them, then why would we not accept the democratic caucus?  This might open the door to other political parties.
They don’t campaign for specific political candidates.
When we started the council, didn’t we say that a part of the decision making which groups to allow in, and which groups would not be allowed in.
They meet every week.
Because it is about the 99%
I want other groups who want to come into the coordinating council to join other groups.
People like them.

Committee of Correspondence – 
How would they represent all of occupy Asheville?
They don’t present themselves as being representatives, but they report on what we are doing, the consensus that we reach.
Even though they haven’t gotten on coordinating council, they still bring national things that are going on so we can get on board with national solidarity.  It is more of a working group.
Consensus reached- Committees of correspondence- YES
Financial Working group proposal- Accountability and transparency
Maybe we should have the coordinating council choose who will collect OA money. 
It made sense for the financial working group should be responsible for that.
I prefer dispersal of power.
The financial working group has a non-voting delegate, because they don’t think that money should have a vote.
There are only 2 or three of us that meet.  The CC could give a greater input about who the collectors are.
Consensus Reached on the Finance Committee
Time and location of indoor GA during the week: 
Either: Asheville Friends meeting place on Tues. or Wed. at 7pm (holds 40 people) OR Thursday at First Congregational Church at 6pm (holds 100 people)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reached consensus on United Church of Christ at 6pm.
Be at capital grounds in Raleigh at Edenton street.  Occupy Raleigh invites everyone.  First statewide general assembly.  Sunday through Thursday.  See the website for more info.

Announcements: 
Have a space to work out a benefit at the Orange Peel- joint benefit for homeless network and occupy Asheville.  He is going to talk to them about this possibility.  Who wants to follow up with Orange Peel?  Kayvon will follow up with this.
David- Appalachian voices- Build groundsweel of community voices- coal procedures are not good.  We are trying to raise awareness about this.  Fr. Broad river keeper trying to get signatures, and for EPA.  Please sign petition if you are interested.
